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 Longest Night Worship 

December 2016 

 

as you are to worship, 

enjoy some cocoa and 

then return home to 

continue celebrating 

with family and friends. 

Join us during this holi-

day season for worship 

and praise. 

There are many special 

worship opportunities 

for you and your family 

throughout this Advent

-Christmas Season. 

As is our custom, we 

will be lighting the can-

dles on the Advent 

wreath every Sunday 

beginning on November 

27 and continuing 

through Christmas eve. 

On Sunday, December 

11, we will have the 

pleasure of our annual 

Christmas Play pre-

sented by our youth 

and children, written by 

Brian and Ellie Gen-

duso. Entitled O Little 

Town, the play will tell 

us what the townsfolk 

experienced on the day 

of Jesus’ birth. 

On Wednesday, De-

cember 21, we will 

have a Longest Night 

service (see article on 

page 2) beginning at 7 

pm for those who find 

the Christmas season 

lonely or disappointing 

or just not what every-

one expects it to be. 

Christmas Eve we will 

celebrate the birth of 

Jesus with candlelight, 

choir and bells, and a 

joyous celebration. 

We will  have worship 

on Sunday, December 

25. This service, enti-

tled Cocoa and Carols, 

will be a wear your pa-

jamas service — come 

Christ Church Christmas Store Deadline Looms 

If you are planning to 

give to the Christ 

Church Christmas 

Store, this is a remind-

er that items need to 

be here no later than 

December 4. 

Toys, games, clothing, 

etc. is being gathered 

for those 0 to 11 years 

of age. We encourage a 

price limit of $15 per 

gift. They should be 

returned to the church 

no later than December 

4 to be delivered to 

Christ Church early 

that week. 

For more information 

contact Judy Bell. 

Thanks for your help.  
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Longest Night is a worship ser-

vice that is often held during 

Advent and often held on De-

cember 21, the longest night of 

the year. It acknowledges that, 

for many people, Christmas is 

a time of loneliness, sorrow, 

alienation and sadness. This 

service offers a way for people 

to claim those feelings and still 

feel surrounded by the com-

passionate love of God. 

We are offering everyone an 

opportunity to worship at 

our Longest Night service 

on Wednesday, December 

21 at 7 pm. 

You will have the oppor-

tunity to hear scripture 

readings that provide com-

fort, to light candles, and 

to sing. 

Please join us and invite 

any friends and/or family who 

may find this helpful. 

16 at 7 pm. 

The band is a delight-

ful group of five musi-

cians who will be sing-

ing both sacred and 

secular Christmas 

tunes as well as gospel 

tunes during the re-

quest portion of their 

The Big Cedar 

Blue Grass 

Band will once 

again be pre-

senting a 

Christmas 

Concert here 

at Faith on Fri-

day, December 

concert. 

Admission is $5 per 

person plus 2 non-

perishable food items 

to support our food 

cupboard. 

Bring your friends and 

family and join in this 

festive and fun filled 

concert! 

Big Cedar Christmas Concert 

The friends 

and family 

version of 

the play will 

be held on 

Saturday, 

December 

10, 6 pm. 

The play will 

also be pre-

sented during worship on Sun-

day, December 11 at 10:30 

am. 

You never want to miss one of 

these opportunities to see and 

learn and feel again the story 

of Christmas as presented by 

our children and youth! 

Christmas Play Comes to Life 

For many years we have been 

blessed to have an outstanding 

Christmas play written, pro-

duced and directed by Ellie and 

Brian Genduso. This year is no 

exception. 

Entitled, O Little Town, this 

year’s play will focus on the 

townsfolk of Bethlehem and 

what it was like for them when 

Jesus was born. 

“Longest night worship acknowledges that for many Christmas is a time of  

loneliness and sorrow.” 
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On Christmas Eve, December 

24, we will receive the Christ-

mas Joy Offering. This offering 

has been a cherished Presby-

terian tradition since the 

1930s. The offering is distribut-

ed 50/50 with gifts going to 

the Assistance Program of the 

Board of Pensions and to Pres-

byterian related racial ethnic 

schools and colleges. 

Throughout the years the offer-

ing has provided essential fi-

nancial support to church 

workers and their families. It 

has also provided education 

and spiritual development 

while nurturing racial and eth-

nic heritage. 

If you have envelopes, an en-

velop is in your offering box. 

Otherwise, there will be an en-

velop in your bulletin on Christ-

mas Eve. 

Please give generously! 

cons, and acting on 

the pastor’s terms of 

call. 

This is an important 

meeting and we hope 

that all members will 

be present. 

The Session has called 

a special meeting of 

the congregation for 

Sunday, December 18, 

immediately following 

worship for the pur-

pose of hearing the 

report of the nominat-

ing committee, elect-

ing elders and dea-

Special Congregational Meeting Called 

ols, hear scripture and pray. 

The service will 

be shorter — 

maybe 40 

minutes 

(depending on 

how many carols 

you choose) and 

will be festive in its focus and 

joyful as we gather together. 

So plan on taking some time 

from your Christmas morning 

routine to worship the new 

born King! 

Cocoa and Carols Highlights Christmas Day 

Some are undoubtedly wonder-

ing why we’re having worship 

on Christmas day. Well, it is a 

Sunday, it is a day of Sabbath 

and it is Jesus’ birthday! 

We will have cocoa ready for 

you when you arrive in your 

pajamas and we will sing car-

“A wonderful way to start Christmas day — cocoa and carols at Faith — 10:30 am!” 
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Faith Presbyterian Church 

3800 West Rawson Avenue 

Franklin, WI 53132 

Phone: 414-421-3860 

Email: faithfpc@gmail.com 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 

WWW.FRANKLINFPC.ORG 

Who would think that what was needed 

to transform and save the earth 

might not be a plan or army, 

proud in purpose, proved in worth? 

Who would think, despite derision, 

that a child should lead the way? 

God surprises earth with heaven, 

coming here on Christmas Day. 

 

Merry Christmas from your Faith Staff — Deb, Joan & Bonnie  

Who Would Think — John L. Bell and Graham Maule 


